
Deep Cove School's rationale for requesting the installation of and 
limited use of WiFi in our school.

All children have a specific learning style including children with specific needs. All  students can 
benefit  from  using  tools  to  assist  with  everyday  activities.  Complex,  high-tech  tools  as  well  as 
common,  more  low-tech  devices  are  all  examples  of  assistive  technology.  The  purpose  of  these 
teaching and learning tools and assistive technology devices is to help students work around specific 
needs. They are intended to help students to reach their full potential, giving them greater freedom and 
independence along the way.

Tools for students with specific needs can be as simple as highlighters, colour coding files or drawers, 
books on DVD, MP3 recordings, calculators or a different paper colour or background colour on a 
computer screen.  Complex or high-tech,  assistive technology devices including mobile devices that 
require web-based applications include:

• computers with print-recognition software that "read" text aloud; such as Kurzweil 

• speech recognition systems that turn oral language into written text; Voice Note II

• talking calculators that assist students with math difficulties, and 

• software that predicts and edits words for students who are prone to spelling difficulties. 

Assistive Technology including mobile devices that require web-based online applications can:

• minimize the extent to which individuals with need to ask for help (enabling them to be more 

independent learners) 

• improve the speed and accuracy of work 

• reinforce effective classroom instruction and strengthen skill development 

• help students to 'fit in' with classroom learning and routines 

• motivate students  to set high goals for themselves and to persevere 

It is critical to keep in mind that assistive technology is meant to "assist" and not replace intentional,  
well-designed and implemented instruction. It is often the case that students who use tools like screen 
readers and calculators show some improvement in their reading and math skills over time. This may 
be in part due to their added exposure to and practice with the very skills that, without technological 
assistance, would cause them to fall behind.

Another  benefit of assistive technology is that it can help to reduce the enormous stress that is often 
experienced by students. Struggling to stay current with assignments, needing personal assistance from 
parents, teachers, and tutors, and the frustration of not being in control can contribute to feelings of  
helplessness to self-confidence and self-worth. Assistive technology can be very effective in bolstering 
students' positive self-image and helping to empower them.

Here are some questions to guide our decision-making:



• What specific needs would we like to be addressed by this tool? 

• What are the student's strengths? 

• How interested and motivated is the student in using assistive technology? 

• Where will the tools be used? (home, school, social settings) 

• Will this tool be needed for use in more than one place? 

• How easy is this application to learn and to operate? 

• How well does it work in combination with other technologies? 

• What local support will we need to make sure things are working well? 

Finding the right match between assistive technology tools and the needs of students will take some 
work, but if done thoughtfully, can be invaluable in promoting successful learning and independence.

We, at Deep Cove School, appreciate the opportunity in bringing this request forward to the 
Superintendent of Schools SD63, Mr. Keven Elder.

Respectfully,

Mme Erika Moser

Principal, Deep Cove School
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